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FRENCH POLITICS.

POLITICAL ASPECT OF THE BAZAINE TRIAL

ISM AKD REPURBLICANISM WERE IN-

HOW INPERIA
CONDUCT,

VOLVLD—=PURLIC ﬁl'Rl'kl.‘iK--—lid?J1Nl‘.'ﬂ

Jrmon THE REGULAR CORRESPONDENT aF TIE TRIDUNE

1%.—1ha eondemnation to military
dogradation and death of Marshal Bazaine by Ithe
aranimons voie: of his sevon judgos, :v:rutlmamn.d
by. if not eonditionald on, the unanimity of their
ghmultansons recommendation of him to the mercy
af his follow Marshsl, aud the prompt rosult of this
reeommenidation in & remission of the publie cere-
mony of degradation, a eommutation of the milder
ponalty of death to imprisonment for twouty years,
shat i= for lifs, will be to you, before this reaches
vou. liko facts of aucient history. It will seom al-
maat as ancient as the eondemation of Marshal
Noy, whoss senlptured image and monument of
honor standa creet for the people’s nddmiration on
the apot where he was ghot to deaih fifty-cight yoars
ago |.,-Er very December; as ancient a8 the con-
demnation in 1512, for the capitulation of Bayien in
g8, of tho as beave Gen. Dapont, who, three years
later, wae Frene's Minister of War, That M. Bazaine,
o Jonrer Marshial, afier a long, patient, thoroughly
tuir trial, was justly condemned and aa8 rightly
yocommended to morey, is not likely to be disputed
by any forcign ymlitary man or statesmun,  Ho
woulil sav the gad busimess is well ended, Bat here
whe Bamaine question, which was raised nearly three
years ago, of which the judicial trial with ita sen-
fosuen and its commatation are but tho central inci-
dants, is still and will renain for this generation at

Pams, Thee,

Jeast mattor of grave and passionnte debate.

Like every question of any general interost in this
eoniniry, il bs enthngled with party prejodices and
passions, Lt is with the seothing politieal, sooial,
relimous forment of the time. 1t was the patriotic
dvare of Thicrs to prevent thia Bazaine element
from being cast into the already too efforvescing
estdron. Wis politie purpose was to cusk aside and
eover ap, by w8 lnre na practicable white sheet
of o \ [ the eamulate stock of foul linen
ol b war and the Commuoe. Whother he,
PeTiil juwhat was fiouratively styled Power,
octihil th Fronch from their favorib
" { ¢« their private washing before
all piiving  or anused Euorope,
1 Atcer the 20 of May the publie
Lrik " s unavoidable. By an noavoid-
abili | fon it wird tho trial of Gambetta (who,
W Metz fell 1 he Marshal o traitor),
anil # I v a trinl of the Government of
. | envenomed the debate on the
1 |, B ] I done facts, and the, in prin-
€ it I ts and denorits, essentinl snpe
ths yod inferiorities of Imperialism and Re
i

L1 i vstakoin policy and in logic
for s ! Lieaus, yet more for the Bona-
b cmeh worse to ingist on, the
! it canse with the cause in hear-
ing M o triliinal at the Trianon, Bat i was,
po i .o mistake in which the Bona-
partisis, fram the oatser, mistakenly eommitted
Wh oy ch decper than ther opponents.
Ko nt an exescss of pdrty spicit (in the formal
exprs of whiek fow were 8o rockless asopenly to
il 1 , douht us to the honor, hon-
oty 4 ppacity. and technically special
eoppetence of the tribooul. The worst that could be
kaid te I're the Duke d'Aumale, is what
has bewm wadd with every varety of emphasis, that
b v I , tomme to his grade of Mujor-
G I =ou by a few unguestionably
kru 4 t« with Algerine Arabs; that he
b priowi g to sit in judgment on an Imperial
Marals aliv liad his high promotion by

forty yoars of conruesous bard eampaigning o
aned Mexien., That d'Aumale did

pexeentionably eompetent to
hig peenliady  exeeptional and
ditficatr frinettone as Prestdent of the court-martial,
1 wostioned to-day, nor is it by any

utsider, whatever may be

Lperial poliey that pro-
the Gambetta poliey that
weneeting what might have
Daraine's hazy Illllllii‘u-llllhtal\
i presented to the tribonal

[ (EANT il
ab the T 1, 1 ¢ juldzes, restiicted by the
Jertor ol ' i1 positive military code,
i i v g aad  eonscience, render
it v e than that they did last Wadnesday
nigli 1 vet ume with something likke purprise
to Lhs pu ear, 1t is not wrus, as Bonapartist
P f insisting on and howling over,
1l [ row b waiting for nows of the decis-
inn at «t, Lazare station here of the Versailies
Itailw t ( a bestial shout of delight on
hearing the death verdiet, It is troo and quite
exptica to suy  exensable and  justi-
fiabilo, that popular gentimont  was  grati-
firdd witrance  of the death
i against a greater criminal
evier was, ar any other ewiftly con-

pruiane. Nor ig it to be de-
winis, in thedr gratified con-
t vendiet, were elined to give

o to thiear partisan national feellngs, Was
Byog 8ot onee Y T8 is o justioe we owe
e to recsrd the fact thint e bore the trial

reeult n and the commutation with

Lisorotion, W. H. H.
-

PROSPLCT S OF THE REPUBLIC.
THE I'IKPUSES
ML

OF THE GOVERNMENT—THE MUNICI-

ral NEASUKLs WOk CONTROLLING THE

PilF==—Hi=MEY OF THE LATE FUSION MOVE-
MENT,

fPRom THE BREGT L CORNHLSFONDENT OF THE TRIBUNE.|

Pamis, Dee, 5. -Tweuty-two yenrs ago yesterday

L oy ddlet wim wruck; 22 years to-day, and
ot this very hour of writing, the slaughter on the
Boulevards was going on. Seizged in the dark and
throttlid tu the night, the Ropublic of 1848 was the
next duy sbot to death, aged thireo yoars and nine
mouths, The name indeed, vox of preferea nikil, was
Lelt on the coffin for & year or longer, but the Empire
was reslly revived and society was saved and the
ers of revolution was closed. To-day the Re-
?nhlu' vies Becond Ewmmire deceased, is sgain i
ite fourth year. Let undevout astrologers cast its
boroseope. and nninspired prophets foretell its brief
term of existence. Without mad pretense at vaticina-
Bon we nay look at its present apparent chances of
hfe. They are not very cheerful and not very clear:
Lat they offer gleams of hope all the brighter fut tlmil'-
contrast with that somber past December of 1851,
Since then the people have been, for twenly-two
years, exarcising themselves, after a fashion and im-
perfectly enongh, nnder the regime of universal suf.
frage. A whole generation has come on the stage in
the characier of sctive citizens. If they have not
yet learned to act well their part, they have come to
the sentiment and clothied in the habit of the role
There was a great outery of astonishment and
horror  from the conservatives and worth-
less doead-heads in  fashionsble society when
(i_a.mbfsti.a informed them at Grenoble of the simple
bistorical fact that a new social stratum had come
to the surface. That noble conservatives of the old
red sandstone formation, still less that bourgeois
conservatives of the diluvial 1789 period should not
like this, is natural. That they sbould fancy that
they could crop down such outeropping, permanently
;ﬂ'ﬂ.l_nd overlay the fatally uprising democracy

¥ their bard crosts of reactionary applieations,
fittle artificial organic laws and rhetorical wind-
bags, is very sad for the presant, but laughsble
n'ther than diseouraging for the future.

The new Cabinet, having nudergone numerous
shariges which are rathier for the better, at least wo

ar o il of 2oy mecboa i sensesned, thaon

was anticipated or than was intended till the half
hour before ita composition waa fixed last Thursday
evening, remains essentially what it was. The Duke
Decazes in a stronger man than the Duke de Broglie,
whose place he takes in the Ministry of Foreign
Afaire; and the latter is a far abler, more ennning
man than Beuld, whose place he takes at the far
more important Ministry of the Interior, retain-
ing the old title of Vice-President of the Cabi-
net  Conneil, but  with an  influence  per-
Laps to be diminighed, What the actual spirit and
purpose of the Cabinet are might be guessed (were
there any doubt) from the municipal bill already
proposed by de Broglie. That ita provisions are in
the moet direot contradiction to the decentralizing
doctrine and liberal ideas, of which de Broglio was
a foremost, zealons advoeate, is a detail. In the
main, it i« a plagiarism ; in some grave respecta it is
worse than the Imperial laws for ruling and
controlling, againet the legally-cxprossed wiil of
citizens, the Communes of all Franco. It subjocta
the appointment of Mayors and the conduct of the
dopartmental police to the strictest acbitrary eon-
trol of the Contral Government, It is proposed as o
temporary arrangement, awaiting further legisla-
tion, which is characteristie. It is a measure of dis-
trust, defiance of the Democracy.

A law against the press will be the next. A prin-
cipal object of any law on the press will be logally
to place upon the preas, in all the 85 departments,
the restrictions now existing in the 42 2 partments
which are in exceptional stage of wiege. The press
is the * natural enemy ™ of all French Governments,
Within my experience of more than twenty vears
it wae never froe here in Paris, except from Sept,
4, 1970, to Janoary of the following year.
The latest reports of the procecdings of the Nationa!
Assembly at Versailles reach us here in provincal
Puris by carrier pigeons, Versailles is but 15 miles
away, but the obstacles put in the way of telegraph-
ing from there to FParis is such that a reporter on
horseback, let slone in a rail-car, can bring fresher
news to the Bovlevards than if he sent them by im-
podod telegraph,  This phenomenon 18 more strictly
comueeted than some greedy Boulevard nawsmongers
imaine with the aprising of the new socdal stratum.

Au entertaining, uncommonly interceting book
lies before me. The title of it is “ La Verité sur
V'esgai de Restanration Monarchiqne.” It is not the
whole tratl s but 1t isa considerable help toward
arriving at the fruth of that curious monarclhieal
intrigue which the anonymous anthor of this little
book gives us. That he is authorized, I do not say
by the Ofleanist Prinees, but do say by the best of
those confidants of those Princes, 18 evident, If it
hits, it wins for them and bim. I it misses, ho is

paid, and they have but to repudiate him,
The book & written with notable cleverness
fromm  the  Orleanist  point  of  view  of

the bafllod geheme of Fugion, Tt gives an intelligi-
ble, comnected story of the Fusion intrigue for the
throe months—not adding much to what we already
know, buot confirming, so far a8 an anonymaous
wriler can confirm, rumors and enspicions into
authoritative assertions. There are are two principal
poiuts which this Orleanist iuspired historian of the
Fusion aims to make. The Count de Chambord,
after the 5ih August, had nothing but personal sacri-
fices to make in order to become the acclaimed
monureh of France, The Orleanist princes frankly
wade their personal sacrifies to him, 11 hissecming
vielding had been a real yielding, nothing was more
cortain than that any day etween mid Angust and
september the Assembly micht have Dbeen econ-
vened and the King chosen by a saving majority.
But the Count de Chambord enlty hall acted,
allowing semi-authorized spokesmen to speak for

him @& long a8 their undefined speak-
ing  seemed profitable to his personal cause,
and  repudiated  all their talk ot the mo-
ment when  his  eanse  and  the canse of

Fraoce, left in the mavaging hauds of the Or-
leanists, might almost surely bave boen soenred.
The moral of this quite clever Uncemist wargion of
the history of the as yet unsnccessful royalist
intrigue is worth attention. It issimply this: Henry
V. has voluntarily made and pronounced himself
impossible, What remains, then, in the way of
hereditary monarehical princivle and serviceable
prince but the Count de Parisf W. 1L B,

GENERAL FOREIGN NEWS.
— '

THE VILLE DU HAVRE INQUIRY.
EVIDENCE IN BEGARD TO THE LIGRTS DISPLAYED—
TUE CHARGE OF COWARDICE RENEWED.

LoxpoN, Wednesday, Dee. 31, 1873,

The inquiry into the cause of the collision between
the Ville du Havre and the Loch Earn was con-
tinued to-day., Evidence was given as to the lights
thsplayed on the two vessels, and their positions,

Connselor Butt, on bebulf of the owners of the
Loch Earn, cross-examined the witnesses, endeavor-
ing to show that sometling was wrong on board the
Ville du Havre. The latter is still unrepresented by
connsel,

The seamen of the Loch Earn deposed that the two
Freoeh bosts came alongside the English ship be-
fore the Ville du Havre sank, und that the French-
men came on board and remained, and did not assist
in thie resene of their comrades. One English sailor
declared that be touched Capt. Surmont, whose
clothes were dry,

THE REPUBLIC OF SPAIN.
REUPTURE BETWEEN CASTELAR AND BALMERON.
Manuip, Wednesday, Deo. 31, 1873,
There is a complete rupture between Sefior
Castelar and Befior Balmeron, President of the Cortens.
There is some excitement in Madrid, but the succesa of
{L » Government in the Cortes is conaidered oertain.
LoNpoN, Wednesday, Dec. 81, 1873,
A special dispatch to The Daily News, from
Madrid, reports that the situation in that eity is serious.
Pripao, Wednesday, Dec. 81, 1678,
Gen. Morlones is reported at Castro, in Cordova,
with & foree of 0,000 Republisan troops. Gen. Elio is
marohing to meet him with 10,000 Carliste,
i
A NEW MINISTER TO WABHINGTON,
THAE DIRECTOR OF THE VIENNA EXHIBITION TO REP-
EFSENT AUSTRIA IN THIS COUNTRY.
| Loxpox, Thursdsay, Jan. 1--§:30 a. m.
A dispatch to The Daily News, from Vienna,
says it in expected that Baron BehwarsSenborn, Di-
reclor of the Universal Exbibltion, will be appointed
Euvoy to Washington.

PANIC ON THE BERLIN BOURSE.
LONDON, Wodnesday, Dee, 31, 1973,

A apecial dispatch to The Telegraph, from

Berliu, says there s & panic oo the Bourse of that cily.
el
FOREIGN NOTES.

The Duke of Edinburgh hus arrived at Ber-
lin, #n ronte for Bt. Petersbure.

Navigation on the streams in the vicinity
ol Kinigaberg, Prusaia, s clossd by ire.

The loss by the burning of Lloyd's Weekly
Londow Newspaper office on Monday night 1 estimated
&t §100,000,

Thbe French Assembly yesterday, after voting
the retsing Bof #0,000,0000. by additional tazstion, ad-
Jourged unin Jun. 8.

A company of troops has arrived at Nassan,
N. P., from England to do garrison duty, heing the first
Europesn troops stalivned there for many yeurs.

A Hong Kong telegram advises dealers st
Havans tust the Portuguess Governtueut has probibited
the truffic iu sod alupuicut of Chinsmen from Macan.

The Dapartment of [fmmigrution of New-
Zoaland bas stiendnd an nvitation to Joseph Afch to
visit that country to examiue and report upon s re
BOUTCHA,

The Portuguese Government has issued sn
order directing that all vessels arriving al ports heloug-

ing to Portugal from the West Coant of Africe shall be
rum,-d in guaraotine. Tiae messure wiil preveni the
anding of iuvalids belonging 1o the Ashantee Expadi-
tion at Mudeirs.

The health ¢f King Lunalilo of the Sand-

wich Talands & precarious, He has a ehronle pleurisy,
that is likely, from any indisceretion or negloct, to carry
him off st any time. 81, with eareful and strict tom-
perance, ho might survive for somo years. Bome time
ago he went to Kona, on Hawall, accompanied by his
doctor (s very skilllul Frenehman, namod Trousscan),
and & number of attendants, David Kalakaas is ac
knowledged on all hands to be the next ehief to succeed
to the throne, He has a falr Eoglisn eduoation, and in
Intelligent, but it 1# conjeoturog that if he were in power
b would display his sotipathy to foreigners, and par-
tienlarly Americaos.  His two sisters, however, are
marri to forelgners, one of them an Amorican, and
the other an extromsly liberal-minded Englishman, and
these two brothers-in-law would possess a Large lnfluence
over his conduet.

NAVAL INTELLIGENCE,
el —
THE STEAMSHIF RELIEF AGROUND—EFFORTS 1O
HAISE THE AMERICUS,

WasiiNGToN, Dee, 81.—The steamship Relief,
which 18 te tow the monitor Montauk to New-York, ran
aground off the Arsenal Point, and at one time yester-
day her how wna five feot ont of water. The 1. 8
steamer Trisna went to Ler assistance, but could not
sueseed in hauling her off the mud bank, in which she ls
stuck fast. Another attempt will be made by the Get-
tysburg and Triana together, which will no doabt be
stiecessful.

The men engaged in raising the yaeht Ameriens off the
piles, near the yard, wers nuable to move her on Mon-
day and during that wbight, the weather belng very
rough, onn of the piles was forved through her hold and
penotrated her deck,

CONDITION OF THE ONSIPEE,

The sloop-of-war Ossipee, which anchored off
the Battery on Monday night, welghed anohor yesterday
st noon, steamod up to tno Navy-Yard and was
moored glongside the Minnesota. None of the crews of
elther the Ossiper or the Vigginiua had then been trans-
ferred, but two or three of the crew of the Oasipes wers
sent Lo thie hospital, and at 290 p. m. the erew of Lhe
Virgining, who bad already gathered up their personal
effects, responded one by oue to the call of thelr names,
and passed off tho vessel, through the hold of the Min-
nesota, and were taken to the receiving-abip. They
number 39, and are recent recruits from New-Orloans,
who had been on the recelvingehip at Key West only &
ghort time woen called into service s the crow of
the Virgining, It had not been determined yesterday
what tmmediate disposition would be made of the
Ossipee. The oficers, however, think she will be taken
to the dry-dock, whero she will vndergo repnirs, Bhe
hak receutly seen hard service, and while off Tortugas
Island she struck a reef and remained agroowd over-
night, by which aceldent some of the copper may have
boen rubbed off her keel,  There was alio a small hole
soven feet below tho water-mark, This was noticed
before she left port.

Thio harge nt the Navy-Yard has heon raleed. and ihe
Arapiles, 1t 13 stated, will procesd to sea at once,

NAVAL ASBIGNMENTS,

Wasmixaton, Dee. 31.—Capt. Geo. 11 Cooper
18 detached from the Norfolk Navy-Yard and ordered to
command the wwonclad Roanoke, Commander Honce
lina reported lils roturn to the United States, having
peen reheved from the command of the Asbuelot and
placed on sick leave,

OUEAN PERILS.

e
LOSS OF THE ELHE, BOUND FROM LOXDON FOR ITAM-

BURG—THIRTY-TWO PERSONS DROWNED.
LaxpoN, Wedneaday, Des, 31, 1875

Intelligence of another marine disaster, at-
tended by n lamentable loss of life, hae just reached this
elty. The steamship Elbe, bound from London for
Hamburg, was lost at ses and 32 of the people on beard
perished,

A BCHOONER WRECKED AND POUR LIVES LOST,

Nowrorg, Dee. 31.—The schooner Charles
ook of Boston, from Demerars, laden with gasno,
eprung a leak and ran ashore 20 miles south of Cape
Hoeory Laght yesterday morning.  Four of the erew wore
drowned while attempting to reach the shore 1o small
vosts.  Wroekers ave gone to the wreck with 8 wTook-
ing tug. .
RUMORED LOSS OF THE FRANKLIN,
BostoN, Dee. 81.—A rumor was current hero

Inst night that the United States steamalnn Frankiin had
hoon loat gt sew with att un Doard, and it s adinded to by

the morniug newspapers, but san be traced to no fouu-
dation,

UE FIRE RECORD,
——
IN TIS CITY—THE GHEENE-ST. FIRK,

The fire at No. 68 Greene-st. on Tuesday
morning was not ap disastrons as at first reported. The
entire loss did not excoed $60,000, The Insurancos are as
follows: Jullus Barner & Bon, hat and eap makers,
whose loss was $40,000,had $25,000 insurance in the London,
Liverpool, and Globe ; Commercin! Union, §10,000 ; Black
River, $.,000; National of Philadelphis, #5,000; Alle-
manis, $5,000; Btuyvesant, $2,000; Globe, §2,500; Mo
chaules’, 82,500, and] Merchauts', Ponnsylvania, $1,5600;
total insurance, $375,000. Jawes B. Clark and Alexsnder
Callae, both commission merchants in cloths, whose

loasen were about §1,000 each, had $5,000 Jnsurance in the
Irving; Empirs City, #.000; Factors’ and Traders’,
#5000, and London, Liverpool, and Globe, $5.0%. B.
Holboek, also s commirsion merchant in eloths, whoss
Toss was §1,000, hsd $1,500 Insurance in the lrving Com-
;.uny‘ Bylvester Brush & Son, dealers in hats und furs,
ost sboul 85,000, wnd were Insured in the Hanover,
$10,000 ; Tradesman's, $5,000 3 Americai, §10,000; Kidge-
wood, #5,000; Eagle, §5,000; Hamiltoo, §3,500; Queen
$10,000; Citizen's, $5,000; and Londen, Live Jand
Globe, 965,000, The bullding belongs 1o the Foriiinra
saliste, wnd b8 lopsured in the Bterling Company for
$6,000; Globe, $5,000; Maoufaoturers’ aud Bullders’,
$10,000. 1t was damaged §1,000,
IN NROOKLYN.

A fire which originated on the first floor of
the two-story frams bullding No. 311 Becoud-st. , Brook-
Ivu, E. D., about 2 & m. yesterday, partly destroyed
Noe, 809, 311, 313, 315, 317 and 519-all frame bulldings —
which were damaged to tho extent of §4,000. The losa s
fully covered by policics in the Williamsburgh City and
other comr panice.

FISEWNFRE,

Three bnildings in Court-st., Montgomery,
Ala., were burved yesterday. Loss $40,000; partly lu-
sured,

A building in Middle-st., Lowell, occupied
by the Lowell Card Company, was pactly buroed yester-
day. causing damage to the eurd sionk and machinary,
mostly by water, te the amouut of §25,000. The preperty
was lnsured,

The Hotehkiss Sons’ hardware factory in the
pouthers part or Bridgeport, Conn., wus deatroyed by
fire last evening. The main bullding, aver 100 feet long
and three stories high, waa recently completed, snd was
0 have been st in operstion on Mouday next.  The loms
is heavy ; inaurmneo, §100,000, distribuled among Hart-
ford, New-Yurk, and Eoglish cotupanies.

The following statement gives the amount
of insurabees on the Bee Hive blook burved st Rutinnd,
Vi, Tuesday night : d

Torall k Cramion, £1.900 i» the i af Liv and

e o Tiviriesl aud Lasden b, Y "0'1‘ .‘!“.‘3

#1000 in the Varmont Mutual $1) in (bt Alpe, and
# 1,000 1n the North Missenri - J, W, Siearns. $2.100 i the lnsersace
Company of Kerih Aweries, Jobn Cunmingham. EGUD i the Nanonsl
i ariond: 3. MeLouphlin 4000 in the Atisntie sod Pacibe of Chi
age; 4. B Ballenee, $400) iu the Ghow's Fails Company.

A BAKER MURDERED IN PHILADELPIIA,

PriLapeLrina, Dee, 31 —Godiried hubale,
& Gorian baker In Prankford-road, bolow Girard-ave.,
was murdered this morning In bis bakehouse by a
young German in his caploy, nemed Frite. He was
killed with a blow from s shovel whiw leaning into a
barrel of flour, death heing instantaneons. Fria thea
went into Mre, Kubule's room and attemptod to strungle
ber, but she waked up énd s struggle ensued. He beat
sod bit ber, and, overpowering her, pushed her under
the ted, belleslog her to be uncousclous. He then
rubhed the biurean of $56—all the muney 1t_contalned—
snd ehanged s clothies I0 86 upper room. Mrs. Kulinls,
reviving, lecked hor door and wlarmed the meighbors,
bt the morderer escaped fiom the houss, ]
captared in w lnﬁt-mr enloon from the description
1ven the oillesrs, ine Jost the little Anger of his Ieft
He gave his uume 88 Frederick Helderbiat, snd

bia guiit, The mouey siolep wna found on

e

A CRIMINAL'S ATTEMPT TO ESCAFE.
Boston, Dee. d1.—Jobn Slatterly was sen-
e iond to-day to Mate Prison for ten years, Afier sen-
tence war passed, and while be was in the lobby In
ehiargs of twe offieers, he threw red pepper in the off-

oere' eyes, and endeavored to He waa sscured,
h yund | disiel tha oeurt-
md,p Judge Allrich was informed of Lbe wrick,
wnd ut once reschienced Blalterly to Hm

n for
ftieen yeare. He 1o uow o his old g at
0wp, whare be Liss sheui ssversl Josr for rebber).

L
gomf
Lina,

OUR RELATIONS WITH SPAIN

PUBLIC SBENTIMENT IN CUDA.
VIOLENT LANGUAGE OF THE HAVANA PRESS 1IN
REGARD TO THE RINKING OF THE VIRGINIUS
AND THE LIBERATION OF HER PARSENGERS—

OPPOSITION TO REFORMS IN THE 1SLAND.

Havana, Dee. 31.—The steamship City of Merida
arrived here this morning from New-York., She
reports having experienced a storn during the
entire passage, The steamship Yazoo, at thia port
from Philadelphia, nlso roports having enconntersd o
hurricane on the 25th and 26th of December, ofl the
vonst of North Carolina, The Foz de Cuba says:

A telogram announces the loss of the Virgloius, We
did pot expect anythiog elsa from the American Gov-
arnment, 1t has acted with the Virginios tho same as it
did with the Florids, In order not to be compelled to
relurn that sateamer to Brazil, SBueh nobility eorre-
sponda with the course of those who are patronizing
Cuban ins and i ies in their horolo enter-
prise. This will not exempt thom from payiog the full
valus of the Virginius—she being the prize of the Tor-
nado—nor from giving amplo satistaction and paying
proper damages to Spain for the great injury which
Amerioa has nflioted In breaking ite troaty stipnia-
tions so scandalonsly In permitting the enlistwent of
won after such enlistment being advertised jheforeband
in the journals, and in protecting such men when once
ont of the country with their flag and vessels of war
upon the high seas and in foreign ports, thereby making
Ll ivos the secompli of assaesins and Inoen-
dtaries. If the weakness or flekleness of Castelar, not of
Hpain, delivered to them the Virginlus, the bad falth of
the American Government buried the pirate ship in the
bottom of the scs, a8 it did the coal barge Upland
at the mouth of the dry-dock in the Hrooklyn
Novy-Yard to prevent the departure of the Arapiles,
which they feared so much, With such deeds they will
galn everything exeept bonor, and wiil transmit to the
pages of history that which, instead of belng their
glory, will canse thelr doscendants to blush for having
had suoh Pustrious ancestors, It la uscless to try to
gither pears from elme.  What Grant, Bickles, aud the
rest of the crew ean produce has alrsady Dboeen folly
demonstrated, For the great wrongs of the Spanish
nation terrible atonements are resorved, and their bour
will come,

The IHario says *

“ Panle faith and Amerioan jastice will appear closely
united in history enjoying the sams unenviable celeb-
rity. I'unie fulth waa severely oondemned by ull ancient
peoples; Ameriean Juatics will merie the name of iol-
quity amone the woderns."

The Diario, referring to the liberation of the Vir-
@inins's prisouers, says !

“The word *infamy’ rises to our 1ips as applicable to
the conduet of the American Government officinle,
The liberation of these prisobnerda makes it appear
a8 toough they were innocent. Wo can only noawer
that American jostice is iniquity and perfldy. This s
the judgment which the siguers of the Wasliugton pro-
tocol reserved, Thia judgment is a bloody farce com-
mitted agalnat 8pnin before the eyes of humanity, When
an Amerlean war vessel took s Coufederate crulser from
Bragil, tho net was declared o violation of the rights of
tho latter Government, and the return of the erulser
ordernd, The Amoericans sank her to avoid complying
with the duty of returnlug her. We were told tbat
Spain Inslsted upon the return of the Virgiolus
Now we learn of ita loss, Wa belleve the
motives of the United Btates for its action townrd
Apain are the same as toward Drazil, We believe, and
wo eannot do Jexs than call the net a low fraud. Tae
Madrid Governmoent was fully justifled fo the demand
for the return of the steamer and prisoners, and it is
now their unavoldsble duty to demund the delisery of
tha latter, their delivery to tholr eaptors, sud  tull satis-
taction for the frund employed. Woeakneas mado us
ridiculons and only firmness can place us in the position
that befita ua, Spaniards in Cuba protost ngalnst ool
intquitons manenvers,

In an interview with Captain-General Jovellar,
the latter stated that the newspapers give their own
opinions ; the Government neither inspires nor is
respongible for the articles they print. The Govern-
mont aets independently, and according to circam-
stances. It does not follow that becanse the articles
pass the Consor of tUe Tres, ot thoy refloat the
opinions of Jovellar, who denies having seen them,

The official report of the operations of the Govern-
ment forces during the past two weeks show that 81
insurgents and five Spaniards have been killed in
that time,

The Voz de Cuba, in an editorial in the form of a
lotter addressed to Ministor Soler, says political re-
forma in the island will lead to its independence;
therefore all traitors favor and all loyalists oppose
them; that the rebols did notoriginate the abolition
movewent; that Aldama was the only one of them
who manumitted hig slaves, and he only did so four
yoars after the ontbreak of the insurrection, and
when be had given up all hope of ever regaining
them; that the abolition movement wuaa only
originated a8 s political lever; that Blavery
in necefsary for the successful earrving on of the
war; that if the question was solved to-day in favor
of emancipation, it would decrease or entirely stop
agricultural production, from which is derived
the neoessary funds for the civil and militwry
necessitica of the Government; that Spain coild
not prevent the Joss of the Island if deprived of these
resources ; that all enemiecs of the Spanish cause are
impatient abolitionists, and that the loyal Spaniards
have petitioned thejCortes to leave slavery aud other
reforins untonched until the war iz finished.

e
THE FATE OF MR. KEELER.
[BY TELEGRAPH TO THE TRIBUNE. ]

Tlavana, Dee, 81.—The captain of the steamer
Cienfuegos testificsjthat he saw Ralph Keeler on the
voeesel at midnight, and that when the passengers
were assemblad next morning he waa missing. He
believes that Mr, Keeler went overboard,

[GENERAL PRBAS DISPATCH.]

Havana, Dee. 31.— No satisfactory replics have
been received to the telegram and letters of the
agent of the New-York Associated Press, inquiring
as to the whereabouts of Mr, Ralph Keeler. It is
known conclusively that he embarked on the steam-
ship Cienfuegos at Santiago de Cuba. The captan
of the Cienfuegos saw bimn on the deck of that ves-
sel at midnight, and in the morning he had disap-
pesred. It is now considered certain that he was
lost overboard. Captain-General Jovellar has ordered
& striet 1oquiry into the eirenmstances of his disap-
pearance.

S —— -

THE KEY WEST BTATION.

ARRIVAL OF THE WACHUSETT FROM GIBRALTAR—
THE ALASKA, CONGRESS, AND WABASH TO AR-
RIVE SOON.

|BY TELEGRAPH TO THE TRIBUNE.|

WasmiNGTon, Dee. 81.—The following has been
received from s special correspondent :

Key West, Dec. 3L.—The United States steamer
Wachnsett arrived to-night, 81 days and 5 hours
from Gibraltar, and five days from St Thomas, On
the duy the Wachusett left Gibraltar, Nov. 30, the
(ongress and the Aluska also lefi, and the Wabash,
Admiral Case's Hagship, was to have laft that night,
The Wachusett was ut Barcelona when ordered to
prepare for ses. her arrival at Gibraltar,
on the 26th of November, sbe fonnd arders
from Washington " to go to Key West
immediately. The English Minister at Madrid
baving telegrapbhed to the Govermor at Gibraltar
that the troubles between the United Btates and
Spain had been amicably settled, Admiral Case
telegraphad to Washington to kmow, whether be
should came over to the United States. The answer
was, * Obay orders,” The vessols left at once. The
Alaska steamed all the way from Madeirs, apd ar-
rived before the Wachusott, While the latter waa
voaling the Congress came in. All left Madeira
abont the same time, but neither of the others had
arrived at St. Thomss when the Wachonett
arrived there. Her officers report a gale two days
off Madeirs, snd rough weather oft the coast of
Cubs. On the way over, the crew were constantly
drilling aod practicing with torpedoes. All the
guns were Aotted sad seneral euarien sounded

o alleged
Msurgenia

whenever a steamer was sighted. One night they
wore ot general quarters nearly an hour.  All are
well on board.  The officers of the Wachusett are:
Commander T, 8. Fillobrown: Executive Officer,
Laeut.-Commander, B. H. McCalla; Navigator,
Lieut. J. MeGowan, jr.; Lieutenants, I. A. Faine,
C. C. Cornwell, C. W. Jarboe; Maaters, T.
E. Paine, E. B. Barry; Surgeon, D. Lindle
burger: Assistant Surgeon, Wm, 8. Dickson; Chief
Engincer, 8. W. Magee; Paymaster, L. A. Fraley.
All on board were reconciled to leaving vhe Euro-
pean slation in the prospect of war, but they were
somewbat disappointed to find the prospect faded.
The Alaska and Congress are hourly expected, and
the Wabash will not be much later in arriving. The
steamer City of Galveston from New-Orleans for
Now-York put in here to-day on acconnt of & broken
stem. She will repair at the Government dock and
proceed to-morrow to New-York,

ASPECTS OF THE STATION—LIFE ON TIlE FIEET—
NAVAL KEWN AND GOSSIP—SLAVERY IN 157
FROM A SPECIAL CORBESFONDENT OF THE TRINUNE.]

Key Wesr, Dee. 22.—~Key West thrives on war
and romors of war. From a West Indian village,
lazily basking in tropieal sunshine, it has within
the last fow weeks been transformed into an Amer-
ican town of bustlingactivity., Not that there is an
immense amount of business dono here even now ;
but the arrival of vessels of war with naval officers
Guick to come ashore, and mail steamers with un-
wonted loads of passengers, bhas infused gome-
thing of life into the place, and one can
now find other topics of conversation than
the warmth of the weather and the length of the
daysand nighte, In truth it is not an unpleasant
place for either a family ora fleet to wile away o
Winter. Darine the 22 December days of my so-
journ here the temperature has been uniformly that
of late May or early June in New-York. It is warm
enough to bring linen smits into requisition during
the day, while blankets lie folded at the foot of the
bed at mght; but a delicious eea-breeze is nearly
always stirnng, and a plunge into the Gulf fora
surfl bath is in order at any hour of the day
or night. Desides, wo lLave Spring vegetables on
the breakfust-table, we can fall iuto the popular
habit of the natives and chew sugar-cane,and 1w every
dooryard  splendid  eocoanuts in all stages of
maturity bang temptingly a littlo ont of the reach
of our walking-sticks, 1t is a wonder that Key
West has not long ago become a fashionable Winter
watering-place, and that so mauy naval officers on
this station deny themselves the luxury of having
their familtes here, at least during the months from
Getober to May. There is a goad hotel of limited
capacity, and pleisant liouses may be rented for

prices which do not seem exorlbitant,

The scent of spoil has also brought bither

a few specimens of other kinds of Dbirds
of prey, wiich were very familiar to the
Ametican  people  during  the  late eivil

war, But thanks to the myetery in which diplomacy
has shronded 1t8 movements, and made the quesiion
of War or No War one of uncertain solution, these
are not yet numerons enough to be troublesome.
The Intest addition to the stock of sports is an im-
portation from the Lone Star State ; and it eomes in
the form of a faro bank, which has thus far made
an unsucecssful attempt to supersede the old-
fushioned naval game of poker. The fmanagers of
this institution are a gentlemanly pair, looking like
retired cotton factors, aud too good to gamble on
Sunday,

Tue TripysE has been f07'¢ advised by telegraph
of the naval movements hereabouts, The flect was
slow in coming, but it is bere, and is prepared and
auxious for a brush with &pain, Cuba, er almost
any other furcign Power. As soon as a few more
vessels come in it is probable that thers will be
exercises enough to keep officers and men pretty
constantly employed. There will be boat drills,
inspections, flect exereises, and various ot her maneu-
vers. If the Furopean Squadron comes over, and
the ships now fitting out in Northern navy-yarnls are
pent down to Key Weet as fast as they are ready, we
ghall have here a naval spectacle worth secing, one
of the tinest indeed. except ybattle scenes, that this
country baa ever afforded. Rear-Admiral Gustavus
H. 8cott, who commands the North Atlantic Sqoad-
ron, i in personal appearance not unlike Gen,
Robert B. Lee. He iz a man upon whom the Gov-
ernment and the people can confidently rely, with
the knowledge that in peace or war he will dis-
charge with energy, ability and sound discretion
any duty with which he may be intrusted. There
is some spectilation as to what will be done if Rear-
Admiral Case, who commands the European
station, comes over with his siquadron,
aa he probably will, In that event, it will no doubt
be to the interest of the Government and more
agreeable to all parties interested for Admiral Porter
or Vice-Admiral Rowan to take eommand, with the
fleet orgavized in two divisions, each under a Rear-
Admiral. 1t is already reported that this wili be
done, and that the Tennessee will be the flagship of
the commanding officer of the combined fleets, The
vesanls now here are the Woreester (flagship), Colo-
rado (first rate), Powhatan (second rate), Wyoming
(third rate), Pawuce (receiving and hospital ship),
Saugus, Mahopae, and Manhattan (iron-clads, fourth
rate), Despatch, Fortune (fourth rate), and May-
flower (fourth rate). The Ossipee hns gone north
with the Virginius, and the Pinta is en route hither
from Santisgo, The Despatch has proved exceed-
ingly serviceable, and is remarkable for speed.
Lieut.-Commander Frederick Rodgers, tha com-
manding officer, is fitted for any duty rvequiring
taet, plnck, or skill, and his corps of officers are all
that conld be required for the delicate duties with
which they are intrustod.

A case of slaveholding in the United States has
just been brought to light in this place. Some
months ago an old Cuban refngee being very sick
his children sent to the island for an experienced
purse, who had been owned hy them since the in-
fancy of the head of the family. The woman wae
brought over with her three children, and nnrsed
the old man so faithfully that at his death he be-
queathied to ber his bed, bedding, and other furni-

ture. Incensed by this disposal of the property, his
daughter refused to let the old woman h.nx:; i{ and
burned it in the yard of the residence. The
family then resolved to keep from the poor ne

the knowledge of her freedom, and in order to do so
kept her ateadily at work under their eyes
during the day and locked at night. In the
mean time she was cruell Euunudnurl!
starved. This went on months, aod the
facta finally by accident came to the knnwledgu
of a philanthropie Enelishman, who, bﬂ:ﬁ y
stratagem satistied himself of their trath, the
attention of tue United States Marshal and District-
Attorney to the ense. It was then discovered
that the slaveholders were preparing to send
the woman snd her children back tos Cuban planta-
tion, and it was hard to conyiuce the poor creature
thut she was indeed free. She had never heard of
emancipation, and although eomplaining of cruel
treatment, thonght she waa obliged to submit to
those who cluimed her and her offspring as their
property. But when y she was made to under-
stand her rights, ahe was xrsmlpt enough to bid fare-
well to her oppressors, and is now enjoying liberty
to the fulleas extent. The slaveho

lders have not
been prosecu
the l.“::ll.ad Btates !

Is this the last case of slavery in

= ———

@ THE CASE OF THE EDGAR STEWART.
UNDER WHAT CTRUUMSTANCES CLFARANCE PAPERS
WILL BE WITHHELD.

WasnisaroN, Dee. 31.—The Treasury De-
partment ia kept advised of the movementa conpected
with the Edgar Btewart, now nudergolne repairs at Bal-
timore. A ¢'earnnce will be dealed It the proof shall be
spfticient to eliow that ahe intends to violats the neutral-
ily laws. But o this thare ls svne difieulty, as under
our Customs & voasel may clear ostensibly for legitimate

even when srms and ammuaition are the

t afior she reaches the blgh sens there s Do ‘gim
to prevent her froim changing her destination. vos-
sol was sleaped Lwo ydars ago st New:London, the Col-
laetar mlaw redpotmibility of imulug &
reginter wit consuibiing Treasnry Departmen

hiad arms and sumaniiieon on
deatination. she cuiried thow

WASHINGTON.

TBE CHIEF-J USTICESHIP.

THE PRESIDENT STATES THAT HE WILL NOT ATPOINE
ONF OF TIE PRESENT SUPREME JUDGES IV JUDGR
WILLIAMS'S NOMINATION I8 REJECTED.

[HY TELRGRAFH T THE TRINUNE.|

Wasnmsgroy, Dec, 31.—A gentleman who ealled
upon the President to-day asked hia if, in casa
Judge Williaws's nomination to be Chief-Justico
was rejected by the Senate, he would appoint cither
of the present Supreme Judges, und he replied moste
posttively that he would not. Hesaid that e dut’
not believe that men alre .dy on the Supreme bench
onght to bave any ambition in regard to advance-
ment, either on or off the bench, Their positians
now, he said, were the ighest in the land, and when
aman went upon the Supreme bench he onght 1o
devote all Lis energics to the responsible dutios that:
devolve npon him. This determination of the Presi-
dent, it is thonght, will give Jodge Williame
strength in the Senwte, and induee some W vote for
him in spite of the lavudalet and Arkansas scandals.
If the President will not appoint one of the present
Judges, nor Mr. Evarts, nor Mr, Curtis, some of the
Senators ask in despair, * Who will he appoint, auil
will ke not be & worse man than Williams "

e
MILITARY PRISONS.

REPONT OF THE PROVIEIONAL BOARD TO ADOFT A
FLAN FORL A MILITARY PRISON AT ROCK ISLAND
—UDSERVATIONS ON THE DEFECTS IN THE §Y8-
1EM OF PUNISHING MILITARY PRISONERS—THE
ARBENAL GROUNDS AT FORT LEAVENWOKTIE
RECOMMENDED A8 A MORE ELIGIBLE S1T2 THAN
BUOCK ISLAND.

[BY TELEGRAPH TO TUE TRIDUNE.]

WaASHINGTON, Dee, 81.—Cal, Nelson A, Miles, Maj.
Thos. ¥. Barr, and Maj. Georze P, Andrews, three
members of the Provisional Board anthorized by
act of Congress approved March 8, 15873, to adopt »
plan for the building of a military prison at Rock
Island, ete., in their report to the Adjutant-General
make the following olservations:

To the thoughtful observer of army adninistration, fta
most apparent blamish bas Wug been the absence of wny
system looking to the proper enforcement of sontenves
adjudged by Courts Martial, so that the highest ohjeet of
panishmett—reformaticn—hos been and is impossible of
attainment, In most of onr guard houses, prisoners are
congregated with no restraint npon inlercoiyee, 8o thak
youthful offenders are necessarily brought under the
influence of those old in crime, who have been uomit-
lously diseharged. The penalty of hard labur, nsually
aceompabyine sentences to counfliement, 8 rurcly
possitile of, execution, the labor generally  per-
formed being pollee duty, which, it s clenily
svident, should not be consldered pensl In it
character. That such work {8 performed by prsoners
wearing balls and chalns, gerves not only to degrade the
labor, but as well it tends to infliet Injury upon thi
prisoners, It is evident that a conrso of degradation
can pever reform a erimiloal, and when it 1w borne In
mind that o large majority of military prisonoers are not
from the eriminsl classes, but are mostly contined for
offonses mala prohibita. the great wrong whick is done
them cannot be too strongly condemned. In o pecuniary
sense, the losa to the Government engendered through
the support of these prisousrs in comparative Idleness
18 very great; while in a moral sense, the loss to soviely
cannot b estimated. Those sentenced to bard labor,
with ball and chain, pase through the humiliating period
of thelr {mprisonment, leaviug it, fn most tustanes,
with @ secnse that injustice has born done
them, and  with  hearts pardened toward ocon-
stituted authorities, to swell the eriminal olusses, 1L
eannot be questioned that the Governmaent  lins &
respongibility mn the premises thit has aitherto falled of
active acknowledgment. The provisions of the act under
whieh this report (s submitted, alm (o asslme that re
spousbility, and while the ercetion of & suglo prisvi
cannot meet fully the reguirementsof i service so wihiely
dlstributed as ours, it will bring under one systen of
management all the mititary prisonces who are confiped
in tho Btate prisong or peoitentiasrics thronghoat the
country, and to that extent work a radleal reform.  Toin
belleved that its suecessful administration will natarally
lead to proper provision being mads for punishmentin w
wise and diseriminating manner of all miligiry off nd-
#rd, a8 o uniform system is felt to e the groaiest want
of the service. -

The Provisional Board also helieve that rilitary
prisons, properly condneted, can e muide self-ans-
taining. Although not called upon to ofler soy |
guggestions as to the advisability of selecting other
sites for s military prison, than that at Rock Tnlanal,
the Board does recommend the arsenal grounds at
Fort Leavenworth, ns far more eligible and con-
venient, while the buildings there, now of bue littie
practical use to the Government condd be readily
converted to prison nses. Two-thirdsof the expenss
conld bo saved in the preparation of building: by
thia change of site, Should it be deemed desirable to
have a prison on the Atlantio cosat, David's Tsland
in New-York harbor is mentioned, as iu all esential
respects 4 most eligible loeation.

i ——
SENATORIAL EXTRAVAGANCE.

THE CONTINGENT EXPI (SES OF TIE SENATE ESTIMA®
TED AT $TLI40—OVER NINE THOUSAND DOLLARS
EXPENDED LAST YEAR FOR NEWSPAPERS AND
STATIONERY—ENVELOPES AND POSTAGE FOR 11T
PRESIDENTIAL CAMPALGN DOCUMENTS AT GOV=-
EENMENT  EXPENSE — VISITING-CARDS  AND
POCKET-BOOKS AMONG THE ARTICLES FURNISHED
SENATE COMMITTEES,

[FROM THE REGULAR CORRESPONDENT OF TiE TRIBONE b

WasHINGTON, Dee. 20.—While some of the
genators and Repreaentatives who are wpaniimg thes
racess of Congress in Washington are monaing about imm
ths departments and suggeating reductions in the an-
puai estimates, or inquiriog into the expenditure of the
contingent funds, somo of those at the other end of tho
Aveuue are reciproeating by wverhauling the coulngents
acconnts of the legislative branch of the GGovernment to
peo if a little of the economy which members preach to the
departments cannot be exercised at the Capltol. Begin-
ning with the Senate, they flud that the estimates for
ttie contingent expenses of that body, execlusive of ex-
penditures for fuel, olerks and Capitol polies, simeunt to
#71,140.  Of thig, the eatimate for statjoucry far commit=
tees and offieers of the Senate i3 $5,000 ; that for horses
and carryalls, §9,005 folding documents and materialn,
$5,000; labor, $16,000; furnitare and repairs, #14,000, and
for miscellaueous itetus, exclusive of labor, #0000 OF
Lhis $é0,000 there was nominally spent during the jlass
flscal year, whan the Beuate was in setual eeemion less
{hsa four months, for stationery and Dewspapen fur-
nished to Benaturs persooally, 99,047 42, oF $u N tor
ench Senutor.

It would paturslly be supposed that suel W aum as
this would pay for all of the staiouery and newspapers
that each Beustor desired, and this supposition ¥
strongthened by the fact that alinost every one eom-
muted & part of his stationery allowance and received
on this sccount cash varying in smount from w fow
cents to §150. Hat an examination of the stationery
ace t of the showa that & erest many
articles wers furnished to the committees for which
Senators, In their official capacity ue wembers of thoss
commitioes, could have no use, and that of other
srticles the amount far excecded wbat coold legills
mutely be used iu srausacting common business. Here

are somo of the most striking itets io the two accounts :
315,900
96,00

Number of envelopes furnished to
on aecount of personal stationery.

Number SuILbeen, .o
Total........ :
or 8,014 for each Senator. If the Giovernment paid for

an equal number of eavelopes for each member of the
House the aggreqsts Dumber wia ro areat as to make 18
unncoessary for the Hepublican Campaign Coramilies to
have p d any euvelopes for the d nts they
sent vut of Washipgion in the Fall of 1073,  Tuis stugie
{tem may also help o vxplain the surplus fupsd whish
tho Natlonal Republican Committeo found in its hapie
afier Lho t the Grove paid for the envol-
opea aa well aa for the tolding and postage of the Prost-
dential eampaign 4 s, The envolopes munt have
been used in this way or they wers stolen. for ot one-
Balf of 448,100 were used for the honest publlc uwud pri-
wate businesa of T4 Benators.

Of writing-paper there was fornished to Bonators for

————




